“Is It Summer Yet?”
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SNCFT DK81 shows its ALCo heritage by polluting the skies over Manouba on Monday 07/06/10 while working train 1/21 15:45 Tunis Ville – Bizerte.
As June was now back at work I thought it only fair that we finally got round to planning a week in the sun that I’d promised her after my accident and her operation so at rather short notice we made a second attempt at going to Tunisia. As my leave situation was still quite difficult, the holiday was planned around my week of free days although this didn’t fit in too well with the package deals available, especially as I was returning to a “Ballast Turn” on Sunday 13th June with an unknown start time. Our previous trip to Tunisia in 2004 had been on a package deal to Sousse as neither of us fancied being too far from a large city or too far from the airport (resulting in a long transfer time). The thought of lazing around in the sun was appealing but we both like to explore the countries we visit as well so good transport connections are always handy. With this in mind, we booked six nights (flight & hotel) through Expedia to Gammarth which is on the coast North of Tunis and near to Sidi Bou Said and Cartharge, an area that we hadn’t visited before. It would also give me a chance to have a few runs on the Tunis suburban trains with the metre gauge DK’s before the route is electrified as well as a trip to Bizerte on a standard gauge DK.

All opinions and comments in this report are my own unless otherwise stated and I make no apologies for any typos or grammatical mistakes! As usual, a review of hotels, beer and railways follows at the end of the report.

Saturday 05/06/2010
As usual we left home with plenty of time for our journey but better safe than sorry where ATW & FGW are concerned. After the short bus journey from Gatwick South terminal to the North terminal, we checked in by using the new machines but still had to queue at the bag drop so we spent just as long checking in as usual. 
As we had plenty of time we picked up some water and a mini fan from Boots (as June’s old one had given up the ghost earlier in the week) and went for a pint. London Pride was on in the Lloyds bar which was preferred to the GK offerings in Wetherpoons - the guest was “available soon”, what a surprise…..
Our flight was on time and it made a change flying with a big scheduled carrier although with pre-booked seats it was pot luck whether we ended up next to a screaming brat. The stewardesses forgot to hand out landing cards during the flight so everyone got confused in the immigration queue until a kind Tunisian went and collected a pile for everyone.

Once reunited with our one large suitcase we were touted straight away but Bert wanted €20 to take us to the hotel - no thanks! I raided the ATM for some cash and then we headed for the yellow taxi rank. The taxis are metered and Tarif 1 started at 0.4 Dinar although the driver still tried to cut a deal. In the end the fare was almost 11 Dinar but then came the hard patter about us having bags and him having to go back empty etc so in the end I gave him 15 Dinar despite him wanting 20 Dinar for the 23km journey.

Expedia had let us down though as reception at the Caribbean World Gammarth had no record of us so I had to loan them my paperwork to get it sorted. We were led to our room which was quite a small twin instead of the expected double and after Bert had left I realised that we didn't have a control for the air con unit. I rang reception and Bert reappeared looking confused. I asked about the lack of a fan or a/c in the room and he said that it was only switched on in the summer! 5th of June and over 30 degrees doesn't count as Summer?!? No, it starts on the 15th of June! Needless to say I wasn't impressed although Bert said he'd try to get us a fan but I wasn't holding my breath.

After sorting our kit out we went for a wander round to check out the two pools and stopped off for a beer in the "all inclusive" bar, noticing a swallows nest above us. After the evening meal and another beer we headed back to the room as we were both starting to flag.

BR
DMU
06:42
Hereford - Newport
07:37
-------
04:54
Crewe - Milford Haven

BR
HST
07:39
Newport - Reading
09:00
-------
06:28
Swansea - Paddington

BR
DMU
09:34
Reading - Gatwick Airport
10:50
-------
09:34
Reading - Gatwick Airport

BA
G-DOCW
13:25
Gatwick North - Tunis Carthage
16:20
BA2886
13:25
Gatwick North - Tunis Carthage

Sunday 06/06/2010
Neither of us slept well due to the heat, the noisy sparrows and the unwelcome alarm call of a plane passing overhead on its way into Tunis. We decided on a lazy day around the hotel with a swim in the leisure pool between breakfast and lunch. June spotted that the swallows nest contained at least four chicks so we decided to keep an eye on their progress during the week.

We made our first foray out of the hotel in the late afternoon for a trip to Sidi Bou Said. I assumed that the taxi would cost about 5 Dinar to La Marsa where we intended to catch the TGM "metro" but Bert said it would be 10 Dinar so after a bit of wrangling he put the meter on but the crafty bugger put it on tarif 2 (started at 0.6). In the end after he'd taken us the long way round he managed to get the fare up to 7.6 so I made sure the bugger got the right money in shrapnel! After this experience I made a point of accumalating change whenever I could so I always had the right money.
The TGM "metro" trains from La Marsa to Tunis Nord are actually fairly conventional standard gauge two car EMU’s running roughly every 12 minutes (see note at end). The journey to Sidi Bou Said took less than ten minutes although we then had a walk uphill to the old town. The place is famous for its blue & white colour scheme on all the houses, a colour scheme originated by artist Baron Rodolphe d’Erlanger who later helped get a local bye-law passed resulting in all houses using the same colours. The town was certainly worth a visit as was the Dar el Annabi “museum” house alongside all the main road tourist stalls. The house was originally owned by the local religious leader and has been laid out as an exhibition of Tunisian life (3.5 Dinar including a free mint tea). We walked to the end of the village for some views over the bay then retraced our steps to the hotel in time for the evening meal.

Transtu
EMU
16:xx
La Marsa Plage - Sidi Bou Said
17:xx
-------
16:xx
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord

Transtu
EMU
19:xx
Sidi Bou Said - La Marsa Plage
19:xx
-------
18:xx
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage

Monday 07/06/2010
June had decided on another relaxing day while I headed into Tunis to buy our carte bleu tickets and pick up a photo permit. As luck would have it, today was market day at the hotel so June looked quite happy when I left after breakfast!
The taxis were reluctant to only go to La Marsa station, knowing that I was continuing my journey without their services but eventually I persuaded one of them and this time it was a straight forward run on tarif 1, not surprisingly just under 5 Dinar! Frustratingly I just missed a metro so had to wait just over ten minutes for the next. The metro quickly filled so I was quite lucky to have a seat although it meant that I failed to spot Tunis Marine tram terminal on the left as we arrived at Tunis Nord terminus (why they've got different names is anybody's guess!). I'd expected to walk to the station anyway to get my bearings and once there it only took me about 20 minutes to get the permit and tickets.

As there were no mainline trains for another hour I decided to check out the DKs on the suburbans. I'd forgotten quite how good they were and the fact than on load six they are thrashed mercilessly between the numerous station stops. When I passed required DK87, I had to change my original plan of going to Erriadh as it was on a turn that was due to die at Borj Cedria. Needless to say, the swap didn't happen so that reduced my chances of me finding another winner as well as missing my new track. Instead, I headed back to Tunis to check out the standard gauge route to Ghardimauo and was pleased to see a required DP on the next train. Typically as I only had a few minutes before departure, the driver challenged me after I photted the loco. I told him I was a driver which seemed to satisfy him but by then I'd also dug out my permit. As soon as he saw it, he invited me into the cab for the run to Jedeida. I had a good chat with the driver and his assistant in a mix of French, English & rail speak and when we weren't narrowly missing people wandering about on the track I showed them some photos and gave them one each of a 66. Our loco was one of the regular passenger DP’s and it appeared to have a small box for controlling the doors. Whether this is regular or not I don't know but many of the doors have to be opened manually anyway. After photting DP149 departing I caught the attention of one of the locals but he wasn't too bad and just wanted to chat about football (Liverpool fan instead of the Red Scum) and his job as a DJ.

I then got stuck in a Manouba rut as I needed most of the loco's on the standard gauge but also wanted to be back in Tunis to cover the Dahmani trains later on. I flagged covering the works train which was a good move as is was dud DK95 towing GT563 - a very strange combination! Clag of the day went to DK81 putting on a fine performance departing Manouba, throwing out so much smoke that it put itself into shade! I decided to flag the evening Jedeida move in favour of covering two Dahmani trains as it would give me an earlier finish so I was a bit disappointed to see required DK's 82 & 99 on the 18:00 & 18:20 standard gauge departures!

I knew I'd score a couple of locos in the evening anyway as the only Dahmani line train I'd covered before had been a "rare" DF so there was virtually no chance of that appearing again. I photted DO322 and then worked out that the move could also include another fresh DK turn so I was a bit disappointed when dud DK98 appeared on that, stepped up from its morning turn. The final move on DO333 was a few minutes late so I headed straight for the tram station (Place Barcelone) across from Tunis Ville. The ticket window was shut and Bert on the gate waved me through when I asked for a ticket to Tunis Marine.

The return journey was easier than the outward although the metro was packed but I got back to the hotel by 20:10 not surprisingly discovering that June had been shopping! She’d managed to bag a pair of sandals (desperately needed after her other pair started to fall apart – or so she said) for 25 Dinar after haggling bloke down from 160 Dinar (about £72) so she didn't do too badly. I just had time to meet June for an evening meal before the restaurant closed at 21:00 after which we retired to the bar for some more swallow watching. 

Transtu
EMU
08:35
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord
09:10
-------
08:35
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord

SNCFT
DK 89
10:20
Tunis Ville - Hammam Echat
11:00
155
10:20
Tunis Ville - Borj Cedria

SNCFT
DK 88
11:06
Hammam Echat - Ezzahra
11:22
162
10:55
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DK 87
11:30
Ezzahra - Borj Cedria
11:51
161
11:05
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
DK 87
12:05
Borj Cedria - Tunis Ville
12:53
172
12:05
Borj Cedria - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DP 149
13:00
Tunis Ville - Jedeida
13:29
13
13:00
Tunis Ville - Ghardimaou

SNCFT
DP 151
13:47
Jedeida - Tunis Ville
14:15
12
11:00
Ghardimaou - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DO 284
15:00
Tunis Ville - Manouba
15:16
19
15:00
Tunis Ville - Ghardimaou

SNCFT
DP 152
15:20
Manouba - Tunis Ville
15:34
14
12:20
Ghardimaou - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DK 81
15:45
Tunis Ville - Manouba
16:01
1/21
15:45
Tunis Ville - Bizerte

SNCFT
DP 150
16:27
Manouba - Tunis Ville
16:40
20
14:10
Jendouba - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DP 151
17:00
Tunis Ville - Manouba
17:16
23
17:00
Tunis Ville - Ghardimaou

SNCFT
DO 283
17:30
Manouba - Tunis Ville
17:44
22
14:58
Jendouba - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DO 322
18:25
Tunis Ville - Jebel Jelloud
18:33
6/79
18:25
Tunis Ville - Dahmani

SNCFT
DK 92
18:37
Jebel Jelloud - Megrine Riadh
18:39
235
18:30
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
DK 98
18:43
Megrine Riadh - Jebel Jelloud
18:46
234
18:00
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DO 333
18:52
Jebel Jelloud - Tunis Ville
18:59
6/76
14:25
Kalaa Khasba - Tunis Ville

Transtu
EMU
19:20
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage
19:55
-------
19:20
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage

Tuesday 08/06/2010
During breakfast June had a bit of a shock when she spotted a huge rhino beetle writhing round on the floor but the poor bugger had landed upside down and couldn't right himself on the shiny floor. I played good samaritan and then got a couple of photos before it wandered off. The staff in the restaruant were all pretty friendly and obviously take a bit of pride in their jobs judging by the effort that someone put into carving the water melons! After a dip in the pool and some photos of the swallows we headed back to the room to get ready for our afternoon out. The plan was a trip to Bizerte on the north coast, required track and a potentially new engine. After persuading the taxi Berts that we only wanted to go to La Marsa we set off with about 90 minutes to get to Tunis but typically we just missed a metro at La Marsa and then just missed a tram at Tunis Marine so we only made the train with 5 minutes to spare. Not surprisingly this meant that all the seats in the air con first class section were taken so we stood in the unused bar area as it was the only other section with decent air con. We ground to a halt half way to Manouba and having experienced a couple of near misses during my cab ride I guessed (correctly) that we'd hit someone. Unlike the UK, we were on the move after about 10-15 minutes, just as the ambulance was arriving and surprisingly the victim looked intact & conscious!

We arrived in Bizerte still 15 minutes late so DK99 ran straight round which was much better for a fot which I got without any hassle. Cats DM269 & DM274 were stabled along with DI55 in the yard so after photting them we wandered into town. The first few roads only had names in Arabic but the rough guide map safely guided us to a pizzeria (that didn't appear to do pizzas!) for lunch and onto the main drag where a street market was in full swing. After a slow meander past the stalls, enviously eyeing up a couple of pedestal fans, we reach the old port area and Kasbah walls. June said that she was surprised that we hadn't been hassled which was of course the cue for two to appear from nowhere! After getting rid of the touts and taking a few photos, we headed to the southeast corner of the Kasbah where, for a small entrance fee (0.5 Dinar) it was possible to head upstairs onto a section of the promenade for a rooftop view and a “Thé a la Menthe” in the small cafe. 
Afterwards we headed into the Kasbah but it wasn't what I was expecting, just a maze of confusingly narrow, litter strewn streets full of stray cats. This was followed by a wander through some of the Medina back streets to get us back to the street market, which weren't that dis-similar from the Kasbah streets - both were confusing! Back at the station, the doors onto the platform were locked but we used the side exit to gain access. Security Bert challenged us so I produced the permit and he waved us onto the platform. We had DK81 in charge for the return journey and after chatting with the driver (turning down the offer of a cab ride as June was already in the train) we set off in a refurbished trailer for a lively run back to Tunis. The driver wanted to talk wages so as always I was a  bit cagey as the amount that we earn in the UK tends to shock drivers in poorer countries (although compared to their cost of living it isn’t always that much more). He mentioned a figure of 1000 Dinar which I assume is per month but he did say that it can vary by +/-100 depending on mileage. Instead of running over someone we were instead stoned near Bardo, one of the closed stations between Manouba and Tunis. The woman sat opposite me nearly jumped out of her skin but luckily for her the curtain had been drawn so most of the glass fell to the floor instead of showering her. Maybe it was some relatives of the women we ran over on way out?!?
We decided to hunt out a taxi from Tunis station straight back to the hotel in order to make last orders for the evening meal. We didn’t need to look very hard as we were approached straight away although Bert wanted 25 Dinar. I managed to get him down to a more realistic 15 Dinar which wasn't bad as we'd have spent nearly 7 coming back the slow route via La Marsa as well as having for pay for a meal.

Transtu
EMU
11:20
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord
11:55
-------
11:20
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord

SNCFT
DK 99
12:15
Tunis Ville - Bizerte
14:03
1/11
12:15
Tunis Ville - Bizerte

SNCFT
DK 81
18:05
Bizerte - Tunis Ville
19:52
1/26
18:05
Bizerte - Tunis Ville

Wednesday 09/06/2010
We had a fairly early start but most people were up early as it was already bright & warm. After breakfast we headed outside the hotel for another wrangle with the taxis despite asking for touristy Carthage instead of La Marsa. This time they wanted to take us round all the sites for 30 Dinar - thanks but our legs are working fine so the 5.5 Dinar one way fare is all we need! One driver suggested we walk to end of road to flag a passing taxi – so what was he then?

The taxi dropped us off at the museum next to the cathedral but we didn't go in as we couldn't really get VFM out of the "global" 9 Dinar (+1 Dinar for fots) tickets in the two hours that we had. After photting the cathedral and having a mint tea in the bar/shop, we wandered downhill to the Therme Antonine. To make the global tickets worthwhile (valid in most of the sites & museums) you really need to spend a day wandering around - not advisable in the summer heat so maybe one for next time. After a few photos and a telling off for daring to stray six feet too close to the presidential palace (1km away!) we walked via the Magon quarter to the Punic ports before heading back to Carthage Byrsa station. Ticket office Bert was very friendly and explained that we could get a through ticket to Place de Barcelona which saved time & hassle – shame no-one else had mentioned it!
The second half of our day was going to be a trip to Hammamet for a couple of dark beers in one of the Berbere brewpubs. After getting our admissions (0.8 Dinar each), I realised that I'd errored when June pointed out the cart sat in platform four - whoops! I'd overlooked the new units when planning the move as it was geared around giving us plenty of time in Hammamet rather than the locos but June did agree to wait for the next one. To kill some time we had a trip to Hammam Lif via three DKs although only DK87 was thrashed hard and none of them clagged much. Bert on the Sousse train accepted our admissions for the previous train so we relaxed in the air con for thirty minutes to Bir Bou Regba.

After photting GT555 departing, we jumped straight into a taxi to Hammamet Yasmine (with no hassle from the driver over the 5.5 Dinar fare!) who dropped us off outside the Yasmine Beach hotel. We knew that the pub was linked to the hotel so headed into reception to ask directions. Bert directed us though the hotel and back out onto another other road followed by a walk back round towards the front corner of the hotel where the pub was. Why didn’t he just tell us to go back outside from reception and turn left! Berbere 3 is not surprisingly the third in the chain of Hammamet brewpubs. All produce a standard range of Helles, Dunkles and Weizen although this one felt more like a tourist trap than the brewpub feel of the original Berbere 1. The beers are quite expensive although locals wouldn’t drink them anyway but for us it was still slightly cheaper than UK prices. We decided to eat while we were there and during the wait I asked Bert serving us about Berbere 2 as I didn’t know exactly where it was in Hammamet Sud. He gave me directions but explained that the brew kit was knackered so beers from Berbere 1 and 3 were being sent there. He also told us that the menu prices had gone up the week before – typical! This made a visit a bit pointless so instead we headed straight to Hammamet Medina by taxi (in preference to the slow tourist road train). The fare of 8 Dinar was still less than two tickets on the road train but a bit more than I was expecting. 
June couldn’t resist a spot of shopping so we had a walk around the Medina with the usual “hello, hello, come look only 5 Dinar” from every stall. June found a cotton tunic top & trousers that she liked But Bert quoted 150 Dinar! June managed to get him down to 25 Dinar but so she was quite disappointed not to get it when she found out didn't fit very well. Bert tried his hardest to carry on with the sale, first suggesting that “cotton would stretch in the wash” and then suggesting that “madam could not eat for one week then it would fit” – not the best approach really!!!

Directly across from the Medina is Berbere 1, the original brewpub with more of a German brewpub feel and a menu showing the amended prices. After a quick drink it was time to head to Hammamet station for the branch train to Bir Bou Regba. We easily picked up a taxi outside the brewpub but at first I thought Bert was going the wrong way, especially when he mentioned Bir Bou Regba but after a quick show of the map he confirmed that we were heading to Hammamet station. The 1.5 Dinar journey only took a few minutes so we had time to pop into the booking office and get our admissions for the train to Tunis. I knew that dud DM262 was by diagram on the opposite Nabeul turn today but ours was unknown. I was expecting the DMU to be in traffic and so it proved, coasting into the station on time where the engine was restarted for the run to Bir Bou Regba.

The regular standby loco GT556 was sat basking in the sun at Bir Bou Regba so the camera came out again to fot it and the DMU. We had the same loco and traincrew for our run to Tunis where I’d persuaded June that it would be worth me viewing the 18:00 Tebourba service in case DK82 appeared again. Disappointingly, DO283 appeared for the train so we decided to call it a day and head back to the hotel but as I turned round I saw Redhill wandering up the platform! Him and his dad had just arrived so after a quick chat and exchange of phone numbers we left them to head out on DK99 while we made our way back to the hotel, both pretty exhausted.

It had got very hot and muggy with a lot of cloud building up so I wasn’t too surprised when it started to rain as we approached the hotel. The wind also picked up which caused havoc for some diners as the table clothes took on a life of their own but at least it cooled our room! During our meal I received a text from Redhill saying that the two trains back in from Jedeida were DK82 & DP142 – double score!

SNCFT
EMU
10:25
Carthage Byrsa - Tunis Nord
10:50
-------
10:15
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord

SNCFT
DK 87
11:20
Tunis Ville - Bou Kornine
11:50
165
11:20
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
DK 98
11:56
Bou Kornine - Lycee Ezzahra
11:58
170
11:35
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DK 95
12:08
Lycee Ezzahra - Hammam Lif 
12:13
169
11:40
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
GT 555
12:23
Hammam Lif - Bir Bou Regba
12:57
5-12/69
12:05
Tunis Ville - Sousse

SNCFT
DMU
16:19
Hammamet - Bir Bou Regba
16:25
10/76
16:00
Nabeul - Bir Bou Regba

SNCFT
GT 555
16:31
Bir Bou Regba - Tunis Ville
17:24
12-5/76
15:30
Sousse - Tunis Ville

Transtu
EMU
18:35
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage
19:10
-------
18:35
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage

Thursday 10/06/2010
The day started with a gen text from Redhill saying that DK82 & DK94 were both out so after breakfast I headed into Tunis with the usual taxi hassle to start the journey. This time Bert wanted a return fare then quoted 8 Dinar one way when it had been 5 Dinar all week before finally agreeing to put it on the meter! I was straight onto the Metro at La Marsa for a change followed by a quick change onto the tram so I unexpectedly reached Tunis Ville with 15 minutes to spare for the 09:40 Tozeur service with a required GT. After a couple of photos I boarded the train without an admission for the run to Hammam Lif. I’d also viewed DO281 on the blocks so I sent a text to Redhill as we both required it, only to get a reply saying he was in room 245 getting his photo permit!

After bailing ungripped at Hammam Lif and photting GT552, I decided to have another attempt at getting to Erriadh and DK98 did the honours. The sun was out again but the wind was still quite brisk so it was difficult to get good shots of the DK’s powering up as the clag was getting blown everywhere! Back at Tunis, the 12:05 and 12:35 both produced new GT's so I did one to Hammam Lif (again without an admission) for the other to Bir Bou Regba. Despite photting GT562 and DM262 on the Nabeul branch train then standing outside the security office at Bir Bou Regba, no-one said a word to me and it had been the same at Tunis - when you've got a permit you don't need it!
I once again decided to flag the works train and GT563 appeared again but this time on its own and I noticed that it looked as though it had had a bump at some stage so it’s possibly on restricted workings. I bumped into Redhill again at Tunis where we were both disappointed to see dud DO283 on the 15:00 instead of the hoped for DO281 or DP142. I still needed to do it to pick up in bound DK82 but Redhill decided on a track bash to Erriadh.

The weather was turning cloudy and muggy again at Jedeida so I was very pleased when DK82 appeared on time and with working a/c in the first class! For the first time on this route, Bert requested an admission but I just shrugged by shoulders so he did the same and walked off. Between Bardo and Tunis the train got stoned again but this time it only bounced off the metal bodyside, albeit very loudly. After a trip to the supermarket in Tunis station for ice cream (and some more change) I met up with Redhill again for a run out to Manouba with DO281, the last standard gauge example for both of us. We were both hoping for DP142 back in but DP151 turned which Redhill was very pleased about. Although another day would have been nice, I was quite glad that we were going on Friday after receiving a text from June. She said that there had been a lot of new arrivals during the day, mainly Russian/Eastern European with far too many kids attached! She reckoned that if I had to spend more than a morning with them I would probably have ended up facing a murder charge!
Back at Tunis, I hunted in vain for DK94 although DK90 had appeared from no-where which once again pleased Redhill as it was his last one – just as well I’d viewed it! I had to settle for required DO330, sporting a nasty bump on one corner of the cab on the evening Dahmani train. Despite there being fifteen metre gauge DO's there don't seem to be many serviceable, born out by the appearance of DK97 on the Dahmani route earlier in the day, the first time I'd heard of one going down there (although “old fart” Wormald advised me that they used to regular in the good old days!).

Back at the hotel I asked June how her day had gone. She’d spent the day relaxing and treated herself to a pedicure. Luckily she'd checked the price in the morning and had picked up a leaflet because when she went to pay Bert got his book out which showed 35 Dinar. June fished out her leaftlet from earlier and pointed out that it said 25 Dinar thank you very much (I taught her well!).

After ignoring the stray cats as we always do in countries like this, June finally succumbed during our evening meal to the charms of a rather handsome ginger cat that we’d seen mooching around the dining room area during the week. She shared her fish with him but he was rather fussy though as he turned and walked away when I offered him a bit of grilled sausage.

After the meal we relaxed with a couple of beers and I downloaded all the photos onto the laptop before splatting a couple of mozzies and crashing out.

Transtu
EMU
08:35
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord
09:10
-------
08:35
La Marsa Plage - Tunis Nord

SNCFT
GT 552
09:40
Tunis Ville - Hammam Lif
09:58
5-13/63
09:40
Tunis Ville - Tozeur

SNCFT
DK 98
10:13
Hammam Lif - Erriadh
10:30
151
09:40
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
DK 98
10:40
Erriadh - Lycee Rades
11:16
160
10:40
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DK 91
11:20
Lycee Rades - Rades
11:23
161
11:05
Tunis Ville - Borj Cedria

SNCFT
DK 87
11:29
Rades - Tunis Ville
11:48
162
10:55
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
GT 565
12:05
Tunis Ville - Hammam Lif
12:23
5-12/69
12:05
Tunis Ville - Sousse

SNCFT
GT 562
12:53
Hammam Lif - Bir Bou Regba
13:27
5-22/71
12:35
Tunis Ville - Mahdia

SNCFT
GT 568
13:40
Bir Bou Regba - Tunis Ville
14:35
22-5/68
11:45
Monastir - Tunis ville

SNCFT
DO 283
15:00
Tunis Ville - Jedeida
15:29
19
15:00
Tunis Ville - Ghardimaou

SNCFT
DK 82
15:46
Jedeida - Tunis Ville
16:14
1/16
14:30
Bizerte - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DO 281
17:00
Tunis Ville - Manouba
17:16
23
17:00
Tunis Ville - Ghardimaou

SNCFT
DP 151
17:30
Manouba - Tunis Ville
17:44
22
14:58
Jendouba - Tunis Ville

SNCFT
DO 330
18:25
Tunis Ville - Jebel Jelloud
18:33
6/79
18:25
Tunis Ville - Dahmani

SNCFT
DK 86
18:37
Jebel Jelloud - Megrine Riadh
18:39
235
18:30
Tunis Ville - Erriadh

SNCFT
DK 91
18:43
Megrine Riadh - Tunis Ville
18:53
234
18:00
Erriadh - Tunis Ville

Transtu
EMU
19:20
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage
19:55
-------
19:20
Tunis Nord - La Marsa Plage

Friday 11/06/2010
June didn't have the best of nights as she was bitten several times but as I hadn't been touched it looked like something in the bed rather than another mozzie. We had a surprise welcome when entering the restaurant for breakfast – a small kitten lying in a flowerpot! We both plumped for pancakes and jam for breakfast so decided on a swim afterwards to work off a few of the calories. After dripping dry in the sun it was soon time to head back to the room to pack ready for our 12:00 check out. Typically we were then told that we could use the room until departure at 14:30! We passed a bit of time by checking out the progress with the swallow chicks and all seemed to be doing well as they were now big enough to turn round in the nest, stick their bums out and use any unsuspecting foreigners heading to or from the bar as target practice!

On the way to lunch we spotted our friendly ginger cat hiding in the flowerbeds so we couldn’t resist saying hello although its not really advisable as you could easily be scratched or bitten leading to no end of medical problems. It was the first time that I’d been around for the start of lunch and I’d never seen anything like it – what a scramble! On the whole it seemed to be the Slavic speakers (not sure whether they were all Russian or not) but manners and ettiquette went right out of the window so I decided that if you can’t beat them join them and promtly barged my way to the front of the queue for chips to go with my chicken stir fry!

After lunch, June wanted one final fling in the shops although I didn’t object as she’d tipped me off about some cheap sunglasses. After that, all we had time to do was chill out in the room for fifteen minutes before retrieving the suitcase from reception and readying myself for the final taxi haggle. As you’re not supposed to take Tunisian currency out of the country (although a bit of cash is always handy for a return visit), I only put enough in my wallet for the taxi fare so when the driver quoted 20 Dinar again I opened the wallet and tipped everything out. Needless to say he accepted all my shrapnel without question when he realised he wasn’t going to get anything else!
Rather surprisingly considering its one of their “national” drinks, we had a hell of a game trying to buy a mint tea at the airport – maybe there’s not enough profit in it for the café bars comapred to the rip off Euro fizz! The flight was running about thirty five minutes late but thanks to a slack schedule we touched down at Gatwick about ten late although thanks to a thirty minute wait for the bags we only made the direct train to Reading with about five minutes to spare. After a quick bite to eat we had a quick half in the Three Guineas while waiting for the HST to Newport. Our fifteen minute “connection” looked dodgy at one stage as the HST was showing eighteen minutes late. When I asked the platform staff at Reading they said they’d enquire about it being held but after seeing my free pass I was told I’d have to ring my resources desk! Quite why anyone in DBS Doncaster control would be bothered about an off duty driver travelling home I don’t know but the guard on the HST was a bit more helpful and said that it was “normally” held but he’d ring up once we were nearer Bristol Parkway. In the end we made it with two minutes to spare although the guard didn’t make an announcement until we were passing East Usk yard! 
BA
G-DOCS
17:05
Tunis Carthage - Gatwick North
20:00
BA2887
17:05
Tunis Carthage - Gatwick North

BR
DMU
21:03
Gatwick Airport - Reading
22:19
-------
21:03
Gatwick Airport - Reading

BR
HST
23:11
Reading - Newport
00:38
-------
22:45
Paddington - Swansea

BR
DMU
00:53
Newport - Hereford
01:46
-------
00:30
Cardiff Central – Church Stretton
Summary

First of all, a big thank you to Phil Wormald (for the permit gen) & Jeff Hawken (for his excellent excel timetable). The photo permit is a very handy thing to have as you can be questioned by almost anyone where ever you go although during this trip I was mostly ignored. Normally the explanation of being a train driver is enough but having the permit gave the confidence to snap away. Jeff’s Excel timetable was very useful and saved me many hours compiling one myself as I have for the likes of Sri Lanka, Bulgaria and Albania. 

For convenience I purchased two rover tickets (Carte Bleue, 7 day, classe confort = 45 Dinar. Small ID photo required approx 30mm x 25mm). We barely got our value for money but it saved having to queue up for tickets every time although admissions were still in theory required for all the long distance a/c trains. In general, I found them unnecessary for short hops to the likes of Hammam Lif and Manouba.

The photo permit was obtained from the SNCFT offices above the station concourse at Tunis (access via entrance next to the supermarket at the standard gauge side of the station). Details are:-
Latifa Jardak

Chef de la division Communication

Batiment la gare Tunis Ville

She’s located in room 245 (2nd floor, far left corner of second corridor). She speaks some english, although a bit of French would also help.
The taxi fares seem to have gone up since our last visit although we were using them for longer distance runs. Whether it was because of where we stayed I’m not sure but the taxi drivers outside the hotel were quite difficult to deal with and reluctant to take us anywhere unless we wanted to use them all day or for a return trip. A simple request to go to La Marsa would be countered with offers of taking us to Tunis or to Carthage and the one time we wanted to go to Carthage they wanted to take us on a guided tour of the whole place! Heading back to the hotel in the evening was generally much easier.

I think that Tunisia will still be worth another visit in the future, especially as we’ve only made one brief visit towards the South of the country. Whether any DK’s will still be active on my next visit remains to be seen as the Tunis electrification work seems to be going very slow and when finished I wouldn't be surprised to find the DK’s working somewhere else.

As for the hotel, would we stay there again – probably not. It was a bit further from civilisation than we expected and there were too many niggling faults but having said that we both thoroughly enjoyed the holiday.
© Neil Aitken   14/06/2010

Hotel Gen

Our trip was booked last minute through Expedia and because we were specific with dates & destination there weren't any good deals or even full packages available. In the end, as we wanted a sun/beach holiday as well as the usual tourism/railway, we went for a flight & hotel deal. This put us on a scheduled BA flight (Gatwick not Heathrow!) to Tunis and in an "all inclusive" beach hotel near the northern resort of Gammarth.

Caribbean World Gammarth

Dar Naouar
Tel: +
E-mail: 
Web: 
As with most holiday hotels you don't know exactly what you're going to get although most are a variation on a theme. This one was okay but far from perfect, especially when we tried to check in only to be told thet knew nothing about our reservation! Our room was quite small and a twin instead of the quoted double but the most annoying aspect was the inoperable air con which isn't turned on until the summer - 15th June!

The hotel catered mainly for Russians and French tourists, most of whom were very selfish and ignorant, especially at meal times.

The food was varied but did favours French tastes so no sausage, bacon & beans for breakfast! The inclusive local beer was available with soft drinks from a dispenser at meal times or from the one poolside bar (10:00-23:00) which also served wine and some spirits. The second bar was cash only and the largest bar by the leisure pool wasn't open, probably due to it "not being summer".

One pool was mainly used for water sports or serious swimming while the other was a swallow leisure pool with water slides. Both pools had plenty of sunbeds scattered around them.

All in all, not too bad except for the lack of a/c or a fan in the room. Would we go back, probably not but definitely not at this time of year.
Beer Gen

For a muslim country the Tunisians are quite relaxed and as such they tolerate foreigners drinking alcohol although it is hard to find outside resort hotels. They do also produce wine as well as a couple of spirits - Boukha (from figs) and Thibarine (from dates) but the most notable exception to the rule is the original La Berbere Brauhaus right opposite the Medina in Hammamet!

The owner of the brewpub is a local entrepeneur who also owns various hotels and has now opened two sister brewpubs located next to resort hotels:-
Berbere 2, Hotel Hammamet Garden, Hammamet Sud. Note - brew kit is currently out of service.
Berbere 3, Hotel Yasmine Beach, Hammamet Yasmine

The other brewpub in the country is Golf Bräu in Port el Kantaoui, visited on our previous trip and possibly brewing the best beer.

Railway Gen

I made regular use of the La Marsa - Tunis Nord “metro” which cost (I think) = 0,700 Dinar. This connects onto the tram network, with Tunis Marine being adjacent to Tunis Nord station. Trams 3&6 (not 1&4 any more) run to Place Barcelone which is outside Tuis Ville station (approx 15 min walk) and cost 0,300 Dinar although there is also a transfer ticket available for 0,900 Dinar?

Diagrams were again unpredictable with several swaps, stepping up of diagrams or loco's staying out instead of stabling at Erriadh. Masts are in almost all the way (basically except Tunis station itself) but the only wires I saw were heading south from Borj Cedria on the mainline!! Stations are being rebuilt with high level platforms and footbridges (locals still using the tracks to cross though) so many are building sites. Several stations are currently without name boards during the rebuilding and I also failed to find any printed timetables except for an occasional route specific sheet in booking offices. Many stations didn’t even have a departure board so it was just as well that I had Jeffs timetable!
The only major alteration from Jeffs timetable was The 10:35 Tunis – Ghardimaou,  amended to 11:00 Tunis – Jendouba 13:48, returning in its old path at 14:58.
Unfortunatley, despite the surplus of loco's Jeff Hawkens diagrams didn't hold up with loco's often laying over longer than planned or disappearing for no obvious reason. Two DK's were solid on the Bizerte diagrams while the
third was often used on the 18:00 Tunis - Tebourba. DK82 worked all three turns in the space of four days!
The 13:05 Tunis - Gabes was a single loco every time I viewed it instead of a pair.
DM262 (push pull) and DMU YZ667 were power for the Nabeul branch services, swapping daily as booked.
Worth noting, the 12:15 Bizerte, 18:00 Tebourba, 18:20 Bizerte and 18:25 Dahmani all use air con stock now although it wasn't always working very well. Several trains were bricked half way between Tunis and Manouba so make sure the curtain is drawn when heading out on the standard gauge!
Mon 07/06

DK81 = Bizerte “A”
DK82 = 18:00 Tunis - Tebourba
DK86 = Suburban “A”
DK87 = Suburban “D” morning, Suburban “J” afternoon
DK88 = Suburban “C”
DK89 = Suburban “B”
DK91 = Suburban “G”
DK92 = Suburban “H”
DK95 = works train (towing GT563)

DK98 = Suburban “F” morning, Suburban “E” afternoon
DK99 = Bizerte “B”
DO283 = 14:58 Jenbouba - Tunis
DO284 = 15:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou
DO322 = 18:25 Tunis - Dahmani
DO333 = 14:25 Kalaa Khasba - Tunis
DP149 = 13:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou
DP150 = 14:10 Jenbouba - Tunis
DP151 = 11:00 Ghardimaou – Tunis, 17:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou
DP152 = 12:20 Ghardimaou – Tunis
Tue 08/06

DK81 = Bizerte “A”
DK99 = Bizerte “B”
Wed 09/06

DK82 = Bizerte “A”
DK87 = Suburban “F”
DK91 = Suburban “C”
DK92 = Suburban “H”
DK93 = Suburban “B”
DK95 = Suburban “A”
DK98 = Suburban “G”
DK99 = Bizerte “B”

DO283 = 18:00 Tunis - Tebourba

DP142 = 16:55 Ghardimaou – Tunis
DP152 = 14:58 Jenbouba - Tunis

GT555 = 12:05 Tunis – Sousse, 15:30 Sousse - Tunis
Thu 10/06

DK82 = Bizerte “B”

DK86 = Suburban “H” afternoon
DK87 = Suburban “C”
DK88 = Suburban “G”
DK89 = Suburban “H” morning
DK90 = Suburban “D” afternoon

DK91 = Suburban “D” morning, Suburban “E” afternoon
DK92 = Suburban “B”
DK93 = Suburban “F”
DK94 = Suburban “E” morning

DK95 = Suburban “J”
DK98 = Suburban “A”
DO281 = 05:15 Ghardimaou – Tunis, 17:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou
DO283 = 15:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou

DO330 = 18:25 Tunis - Dahmani

DP149 = 07:00 Tunis - Ghardimaou

DP150 = 06:30 Tunis – Jenbouba, 14:10 Jenbouba - Tunis

DP151 = 11:00 Tunis – Jenbouba, 14:58 Jenbouba - Tunis

DP152 = 13:00 Tunis – Ghardimaou

GT552 = 09:40 Tunis – Tozeur

GT562 = 12:35 Tunis - Mahdia

GT565 = 12:05 Tunis – Sousse

GT568 = 11:45 Monastir - Tunis

